
Information Literacy:
An Online Library Media Course 

for High School Students

AASL 2009
Margaret Lincoln, Ph.D.
Lakeview High School



Overview of presentation
1. Introduction

2. School Libraries and Online Learning

3. Michigan’s Online Learning Requirement

4. Course Design

5. Implementation of Information Literacy Course

6. Dissemination of Online Course Experience



Chat during AASL session

http://remc12.wikispaces.com/AASL+Standards

http://tinychat.com/rri52

http://remc12.wikispaces.com/AASL+Standards
http://tinychat.com/rri52


A blended online course was piloted in 2007-2008.

Library Media Center
http://www.remc12.k12.mi.us/lhslib

1. Introduction

http://www.remc12.k12.mi.us/lhslib
http://remc12.k12.mi.us/lhslib


Essential question
In the new realm of virtual learning, 
school library media specialists must 
ask the question:

How can an effective infrastructure be 
established in the online environment 
so as to support the dynamic and 
evolving ways that students and 
teachers use information resources? 



2. School Libraries & Online Learning

K-12 online learning: new field consisting of an 
estimated $50 million market that is growing at 
a pace of 30% annually.

44 states have online learning programs.

57% of public secondary schools in the U.S. 
provide access to students for online learning

50% of courses to be delivered online by 2019.



http://www.inacol.org/press/docs/nacol_fast_facts.pdf


The role of school libraries
Librarians involved in 
design, development, 
implementation, support, 
assessment (Abilock, 2005).

Blackboard used for library 
orientation and for 
accessing resources 
(Dando, 2005).

Structure and scaffolds 
needed in online units 
(Kachel, Henry & Keller, 
2005).



Information literacy skills
Librarians can create effective Web-based tutorials to teach 
information literacy skills (Adolphus, 2009).

School/academic libraries have pivotal role, reinforcing 
these skills in information-overloaded world (Battle, 2007). 

Instruction tied to students’ assignments can have positive 
effect on user search behaviors (Novotny & Cahoy, 2006).

Librarians are leaders, integrating premier virtual tools into 
online learning (Rohland-Heinrich & Jensen, 2007).

Integrate info lit skills into all areas of school curriculum, 
not just into library orientation (Scott & O’Sullivan, 2005).



3. Michigan’s Online Requirement

http://cenmi.org/downloads/LC/Sp06LC.pdf


Michigan Department of Education
Michigan Merit 
Curriculum 
Guidelines for 
Online Learning

Document provides definition, rationale, 
delivery formats for online learning that 
can be teacher-led, blended instruction, 
teacher facilitated, self-paced. 

Online Experience 
Guideline 
Companion 
Document

Document identifies 3 options to meet 
requirement: online courses; online 
learning experience; or online learning 
incorporated into each required credit.

Michigan Merit 
Curriculum High 
School Graduation 
Requirements

FAQ section provides information and 
clarification regarding state graduation 
requirements, including the online 
learning requirement.

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Online10.06_final_175750_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Online10.06_final_175750_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Online10.06_final_175750_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Online10.06_final_175750_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/OE_Companion_Doc_12-06_184084_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/OE_Companion_Doc_12-06_184084_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/OE_Companion_Doc_12-06_184084_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/OE_Companion_Doc_12-06_184084_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/FAQ_-_Entire_Document_12.07_217841_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/FAQ_-_Entire_Document_12.07_217841_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/FAQ_-_Entire_Document_12.07_217841_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/FAQ_-_Entire_Document_12.07_217841_7.pdf


http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/FAQ_-_Entire_Document_12.07_217841_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/9-12_150927_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Online10.06_final_175750_7.pdf


c



Online learning support
REMCs have sponsored
the Technology Enhanced
Lesson Plans project.  

Michigan eLibrary offers
Evaluated Best Web Sites
via its Michigan Online
Resources for Educators.

Blackboard accounts have
been provided through the
Career Forward project of
Michigan Virtual High School.

http://www.mivhs.org/content.cfm?ID=693
http://techplan.edzone.net/ci2007/
http://more.mel.org/


4. Course Design
Guidelines for Experiential Learning Courses

Pupil enrolled in grade 9-12 Identifiable content standards

Certified teacher supervision Specific learning objectives

Primary responsibility (teach) Not for dual enrollment

Grade and credit given One course per semester

Attendance documented Not to replace employee

Board approved course Instruction and experience



Backward Design
Course Overview: Introduction to Information Literacy

Big Ideas Essential Questions

Information 
literacy

How do we learn to effectively and efficiently 
access and use information while also 
evaluating resources critically and 
competently?

Independent 
learning

How can libraries encourage an appreciation 
of literature, a desire to independently seek 
information, a commitment to lifelong 
learning?

Social 
responsibility

How can the principles of freedom of 
expression, of intellectual property rights and 
of responsible technology use best be upheld?



Unit Topics

Procedures and 
Blackboard 

Destiny and 
MeLCat

Plagiarism, 
Citation, Copyright 

Organization and 
Dewey Decimal 

Web Information 
Searches 

Ethical Issues 

Library as a Social 
Institution 

Internet Safety and 
Netiquette 

Letters About 
Literature 

Banned Books Online Databases Teen Services

Library of Congress Website Evaluation Pathfinder Project



Traditional tasks for library assistants

Material checkout (circulation & security systems)

Shelving and shelf reading

Aiding students and staff in locating materials through 
online catalog and electronic resources

Helping users with MS Office and other applications

Repairing old materials and processing new materials

Operate digital camera, presentation system, laminator.



Blackboard training
Blackboard accounts made 
available through Calhoun 
Intermediate School 
District.

Professional development 
offered by LearnPort® at 
Michigan Virtual University.

Fall 2007 teaching 
experience at San José
State (SLIS).



Prototype for Blackboard course

This site was originally created through Learnerblogs.org.



5. Implementation of Course





Discussion Board
Forum Description

Based upon the articles that you have read this week, please 
respond to the following questions:

The Library as a
Social Institution

1. Which value set forth in the American Library Association 
article do you believe to be most important; why?

2. Explain whether or not you agree with the History Magazine 
article conclusion that libraries may have changed over the 
years but the need for a repository of knowledge remains.

3. Among the 33 reasons cited for the importance of libraries, 
which do you believe to be most relevant to school libraries 
and why?

4. Was there an aspect of library services described in the film 
from 60 years ago that is still relevant to our world today? 
Please explain.



Student Projects



Technology enhanced 
student projects!

Please click 
mouse to flip 
bookmark!



Web 2.0 Journals



Unit
Technology 
Integration

Standards for the 21st

Century Learner

Website 
Evaluation

Creation of summary 
chart via Mindomo or 
Mindmeister

1.1.5 Evaluate information in 
selected sources on basis 
of accuracy, validity, 
appropriateness for needs 
…social context.

The Library as 
a Social 
Institution

Summarizing lectures 
and online readings 
via xtimeline

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so 
that it is useful.

Ethical Issues, 
Internet Safety 
and Netiquette

Update to Lakeview 
District Acceptable 
Usage Agreement in 
Student Handbook

3.1.6 Use information and 
technology ethically and 
responsibly.

Recommended 
Reading

Development of 
recommended 
reading list and oral 
book reviews via 
VoiceThread

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for 
pleasure and personal 
growth.

http://www.mindomo.com/
http://www.mindmeister.com/
http://www.xtimeline.com/
http://lakeviewspartans.org/LakeviewHigh.cfm?subpage=403702
http://voicethread.com/#home


Course Evaluation
Students completed online course evaluation 
via Blackboard.

Assignments with real world connections rated 
highly (e.g., Banned Books Week; Library of 
Congress Letters about Literature contest).

TRAILS administered as pre and posttest.

http://www.trails-9.org/


Assignments with real world connections

The Klein Foundation is proud to spotlight Katelynn
Wright, a student at Lakeview High School, who has 
been recognized as the Michigan winner in the 2008 
Library of Congress Letters About Literature contest. 
Approximately 59,000 entries were received nationwide. 
Katelynn’s letter was written to Gerda Weissmann Klein. 

http://www.kleinfoundation.org/programs/spotlight_schools.asp


Information Literacy Skills Pre and Posttests

TRAILS Assessment
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Student reflections

“A student who is information literate is someone 
who is able to use resources to the best of their 
ability. They are able to use a source and find their 
information without much struggle. An information 
literate student is a productive Internet user and 
capable of safely researching in an intelligent way.”

“I would say that modest and informed would be the 
two top characteristics of an information literate 
student. You learned many different things and 
ideas throughout this course. You gained a level of 
leadership, respect, compassion, and confidence. 
You now have the information necessary to guide 
those who need your support and assistance.”



6. Dissemination of Course Experience
Collaborative work 
with teachers to 
incorporate activities 
from Info Lit course 
into curriculum.

Info Lit model used at 
LHS to set up other 
Blackboard courses

REMC 12 wiki
promotes connections 
among school library 
media specialists.

Standards for the 21st Century Learner (Common Belief # 9)



Online course site via SchoolWorld



Online course site via Blackboard

Cultural Literacy at Lakeview HS
Welcome Cultural Literacy Students
Cultural Literacy debuts as a new course at Lakeview High School in the 2009-2010 school year.
We will get started by looking at the Course Documents for Unit 1.

We are glad that you have chosen to take this course and look forward to working with you!



K-12 Web Archiving via Blackboard course



Transforming an existing online unit
Course/unit Provide course title and specific unit.

Files Identify supporting documents and location.

HSCEs List HSCEs and benchmarks linked to curriculum.

Exemplary 
course 
ideas

Note effective online course features available 
from OCMBOCES (Central New York Regional 
Information Center).

Lesson 
plans

Locate supplemental instructional activities from 
such sites as Thinkfinity, MORE, OER Commons.

SLMS
Describe instructional involvement of school 
library media specialist in unit.

Data 
analysis

Pre-unit transformation 
CUA results

Post-unit transformation 
CUA results

http://blackboard.ocmboces.org/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tab=courses&url=/bin/common/course.pl?course_id=_454_
http://thinkfinity.org/
http://www.oercommons.org/
http://www.oercommons.org/
http://remc12.wikispaces.com/file/view/OnlineUnitTransformation.doc


Collaboration through the wiki

http://remc12.wikispaces.com

http://remc12.wikispaces.com/


AASL Standards page on the wiki

Michigan Association of 
Media in Education (MAME) 
members share materials in 

support of new
Standards for the 21st

Century Learner



https://remc12.wikispaces.com/file/view/StandardsREMC12MediaCouncil.pdf


Networking with MAME members

Grosse Pointe (MI) North HS

http://staff.gpschools.org/villegk/Dept/index.html


Online learning support on the wiki

Online Learning
Orientation Tool

http://www.mivhs.org/courses/olot/m1/A1_03.shtm
http://www.inacol.org/
http://kb.blackboard.com/display/EXEMPLARY/Exemplary+Course+Program
http://blackboard.ocmboces.org/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tab=courses&url=/bin/common/course.pl?course_id=_454_
http://www.public.iastate.edu/~vschool/TEGIVS/homepage.html
http://virtualschooling.wordpress.com/
http://www.govhs.org/
http://introductiononlinepedagogy.pbworks.com/
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/bestlist/bestwebsites.cfm
http://www.mivhs.org/courses/olot/m1/A1_03.shtm
http://www.learnport.org/
http://www.mivu.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=aKThN%2bgeKZA%3d&tabid=373
http://www.mivu.org/Hidden/Student/ResourceCenter/OrientationtoMVS/tabid/106/Default.aspx
http://www.mivu.org/Hidden/Student/ResourceCenter/OrientationtoMVS/tabid/106/Default.aspx


Information literacy resources on the wiki
General Resources

David Loertscher on Librarians and Information Literacy
Information Fluency Wiki (Dr. Joyce Valenza)
Institute for Library & Information Literacy Education (Kent State)

Activities, Projects, Tutorials
ACRL Web Tutorials (Assoc. College & Research Libraries)
PRIMO (Peer-Reviewed Instruct. Materials Online Database)
S.O.S. for Information Literacy (an AASL TOP 25 Website)

Assessment
Assessments of Information Literacy (J. Mueller)
TRAILS (Tool for Real-time Assessment of
Information Literacy Skills)

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/about/sections/cjcls/collaborate/webtutorials.cfm
http://www.ala.org/apps/primo/public/search.cfm
http://www.informationliteracy.org/
http://amazon.sjsu.edu/slisPod/colloquia/sp08/4loertscher/21stCenturyLibraries2.pdf
http://informationfluency.wikispaces.com/
http://www.ilile.org/
http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/infolitassessments.htm
http://www.trails-9.org/


Lesson development on the wiki

Michigan Online 
Resources for Educators

Sample Collaborative Lessons
Curriculum Collaboration Through Booktalks (Marshall MS) 

Spanish and the Job of Your Dreams (Lakeview HS) 

Visual Literacy The Memorial Project (Harper Creek HS) 

http://more.mel.org/
http://more.mel.org/
http://www.big6.com/2003/01/30/spanish-and-the-job-of-your-dreams-grades-7-12/
http://www.big6.com/2003/01/21/visual-literacy-the-memorial-project-grades-7-12/
http://www.hippocampus.org/
http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/hs/home/home/index.htm
http://thinkfinity.org/home.aspx
http://www.oercommons.org/
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://more.mel.org/


Web 2.0 and library media news on wiki

SLJ’s TOP STORIES

NeverEndingSearch

THE UNQUIET LIBRARIAN

Information Literacy journal search alerts

http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/blog/1340000334.html
http://www.aasl.ala.org/aaslblog/
http://feeds2.feedburner.com/SchoolLibraryJournalBreakingNewsfeedburner
http://blog.schoollibrarymedia.com/
http://theunquietlibrarian.wordpress.com/
http://remc12.wikispaces.com/Library+Media+News


Thank you, Lakeview High School students!
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Thank you for your participation!

Margaret Lincoln
Lakeview High School
Battle Creek, MI 49015
269-565-3730
MLincoln@LakeviewSpartans.org
http://remc12.wikispaces.com

mailto:MLincoln@LakeviewSpartans.org
http://remc12.wikispaces.com/
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